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CONPIDENTIAL SECTION I OF 2 ABIDJAN 7203 

E.O. II652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, IV 

SUBJECT: IVORIAN CABINET CHANGES: PIRST REACTIONS 
REFERENCE: (A) ABIDJAN 7185 (B) ABIDJAN 7186 

BEGIN SUMMARY: SWEEPING CHANGES IN IVORIAN GOVERNMENT CONPIRM 
MOST, THOUGH NOT ALL, THE RUMORS WHICH HAVE BEEN CIRCULATING 
IN ABIDJAN IN RECENT MONTHS. ALTHOUGH CHANGES ARE DRASTIC, 

AND INVOLVE SEVERAL KEY PIGURES, EMBASSY DOES NOT BELIEVE THE 
RESHUFFLE SUGGESTS MAJOR SHIPTS IN POLICY, FOREIGN OR DOMESTIC, 

AS PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET ASSURED THE AMBASSADOR ON JULY 19. CHANGES 
APPEAR MOTIVATED BY DESIRE TO ROOT OUT CORRUPTION AND IN SOME 
INSTANCES INEPFICIENCY, TO STREAMLINE GOVERNMENT AND MAKE ROOM 
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POR NEW PERSONALITIES. TRIBAL AND REGIONAL CONSIDERATIONS WERE 
APPARENTLY NOT OP SIGNIFICANT IMPORTANCE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DEPARTURES OP POUR BEST KNOWN IVORIAN MINISTERS - USHER 
PROM POREIGN AFPAIRS, KONAN BEDIE PROM PINANCE, DIAWARA FROM 
PLAN, AND SAWADOGO FROM AGRICULTURE - HAVE BEEN TALKED ABOUT 
POR SOME TIME, BUT COME AS A SHOCK NEVERTHELESS. USHER, TO 
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BEST OUR KNOWLEDGE, HAS BEEN UNTOUCHED BY CHARGES OE CORRUPTION. 
HIS DISMISSAL IS PROBABLY DUE TO TIME IN GRADE (SINCE 1966) 

AND WEIGHT (HE IS GARGANTUANLY EAT). ALTHOUGH HIS MINISTRY IS 
NOTORIOUSLY INEEEICIENT, USHER HIMSELF IS A HIGHLY INTELLIGENT 
AND OCCASIONALLY PROEOUND PERSON, WIDELY RESPECTED IN IVORY COAST 
AND ABROAD. HE REMAINS CHARMAN OE THE PDCI COMMITTEE EOR EDUCA- 
TION, AND REPORTEDLY REEUSED THE MINISTRY OE EDUCATION, WHICH 
HE MAY HAVE REGARDED AS A DOWNGRADING. HIS SUCCESSOR, UN AMBAS- 
SADOR SIMEON AKE, IS WELL-DISPOSED TO THE U.S., CLOSE TO HOUPHOUET 
BUT LIGHTER WEIGHT THAN USHER (BOTH MENTALLY AND PHYSICALLY). 
EOREIGN POLICY WILL CONTINUE TO BE MADE BY HOUPHOUET, HOWEVER, 

AND AKE'S ENERGY MAY CONTRIBUTE TO THE MINISTRY'S EEFECTIVENESS. 

2. MOST SURPRISING IS KONAN BEDIE, FIRST IVORIAN AMBASSADOR TO 
THE U.S. AND MINISTER OE EINANCE SINCE 1970. HE HAS BEEN AN 

ABLE EINANCE MINISTER, THOUGH WIDELY KNOWN EOR CORRUPTION AND 
OETEN CALLED "HENRY TEN (OR EIETEEN) PERCENT." NEVERTHELESS, 

HE IS NATIONALLY POPULAR, TRIBALLY AND POLITICALLY INELUENTIAL, 

AND THOUGHT TO HAVE SPECIAL TIES WITH HOUPHOUET (SOME RUMORS EVEN 
SUGGEST HE IS AN ILLEGITIMATE SON). HE REPLACEMENT, ABDOULAYE 
KONE, IS YOUNG (42), BRIGHT AND ENERGETIC AND WAS NAMED TO NEW 
BUDGET MINISTRY LAST YEAR APPARENTLY IN AN EEFORT TO CUT DOWN 
KONAN BEDIE'S OPPORTUNITIES EOR GRAET. WHETHER HE CAN TAKE BEDIE'S 
PLACE, TOGETHER WITH ENORMOUS ADDED RESPONSIBILITY OP MINISTRY OF 
PLAN, REMAINS TO BE SEEN. 
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3. SAWADOGO AND DIAWARA HAVE BOTH BEEN CHARGED WITH CORRUPTION, 
ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE ALSO BEEN AMONG THE MOST EPFECTIVE MEMBERS OP 
THE GOIC. BOTH ARE OF NONIVORIAN ORIGIN (DIAWARA IS VOLTAIC AND 
SAWADOGO MALIAN) AND HAVE LITTLE POLITICAL CLOUT, BUT THEIR 
TECHNICAL ABILITY WILL BE SORELY MISSED. BRA KONAN, NEW MINISTER 

OP AGRICULTURE, HAS BEEN IN MINISTRY EOR MANY YEARS AND HAS LONG 
HANKERED AFTER THE TOP JOB. HE PROBABLY HAS MUCH TO LEARN ABOUT 
INTERNATIONAL COMMODITY APPAIRS, EOR WHICH SAWADOGO ENJOYS A 
WORLD REPUTATION. 

4. MATHIEU EKRA, PORMERLY INTERIOR MINISTER, HAS BEEN SOMEWHAT 
ECLIPSED IN PAST YEAR, THOUGH STILL A POLITICAL POWER. HE AP- 
POINTMENT AS MINISTER FOR REFORM OF STATE SOCIETIES (WHICH WE 
ASSUME HAS TO DO WITH CORRUPTION) MAY MEAN AN INCREASING ROLE 
EOR HIM. 
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5. OTHER CHANGES APPEAR LARGELY REDUCTION OP SUPERPLUOUS 
MINISTRIES AND REMOVAL OP MARGINAL PERPORMERS. HIS NEA 

IN CULTURE WAS NOT EPFECTIVE, AND HISREPLACEMENT BERNARD 
DADIE IS IVORY COAST'S BEST KNOWN AUTHOR, POET AND 
PLAYWRIGHT. LOUA DIOMANDE HAS BEEN AILING AND HIS 
MINISTRY OP STATE IS STRICTLY HONORIFIC. KAUL MELEDJE 
HAS BEEN USED FOR MEETING AND GREETING, AND HIS MINISTRY 
OP COOPERATION ALMOST WITHOUT DISCERNABLE PURPOSE. YAO 
KOUMAN IN SOCIAL AFPAIRS AND DACOURY TABLEY IN PROTECTION 
OP NATURE HAVE BEEN INEPPECTIVE AND, LIKE MELEDJE, PROBABLY 
OWED THEIR CABINET POSITIONS TO REGIONAL OR TRIBAL 
CONSIDERATINS. MINISTER OP LABOR VANIE BI TRA'S NEW 
ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR IVORIANZATION COMES AS A 
MILD SURPRISE, SINCE HE HAS BEEN MUCH CRITICIZED POR 
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INEFPECTIVNESS IN HIS PRESENT CAPACITY. IVORIANIZATION 
WAS TO HAVE BEEN ONE OP THE OBJECTIVESOF THE RESHUPFLE, AND 
SLOWENESS INIMPLEMENTATION OP IT MAY IN PART ACCOUNT FOR 
SAWADOGO AND DIAWARA BEING DISMISSED. 

6. RESHUFPLE ALSO INCLUDES SEVERAL SURPRISES AMONG MINISTERS 
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WHO ARE REMAINING. M'BAHIA BEE, IN DEEENSE SINCE 1966, WAS 
TARRED WITH CORRUPTION BRUSH AND THOUGH TO BE UNPOPULAR 
WITH THE OFEICER CORPS, BUT HAS KEPT HIS JOB AND EVEN MOVED 
UP IN THE PRECEDENCE PECKING ORDER. COMMERCE MINISTER SERI 
GNOLEBA WAS EXPECTED TO LEAVE IN CONNECTION WITH CORRUPTION 
CHARGES DURING THE RICE SHORTAGE BUT WILLSTAY ON. AKOTO 
YAO REMAINS IN EDUCDLION DESVITE HIS ELAMBOYANT AND 
EXTRAVAGANT LIFESTYLE. AND BANGALI KNONE HAD BEEN THOUGHT 
READY TO LEAVE THE PTT, IN PART BECAUSE OE A HIGHLY 
QUESTIONABLE CONTRACT AWARD TO A ERENCH EIRM 
(OVER AN AMERICAN LOW BIDDER) LAST EALL. 

7. CONCLUSION: HOUPHOUET HAS TAKEN AN US UNUSUALLYDRASTIC MEASURE 
INPICKING HIS FOUR TOP LIEUTENANTS IN INTERNATIONAL FIELD. 

OFFICIALS OF OTHER GOVERNMENTS AS WELL AS PRIVATETRADERS 
AND INVESTORS WILL MISS THEIR KNOWLEDGE ANDEXPERTISE. 

HOUPHOUET CLEARLY DECIDED, HOWEVER, THAT CORRUPTION AT 
HIGH LEVELS HAD REACHED THE POINT WHERE CHANGES HAD TO 
BE MADE, EVEN AT THE COST OF CREATING MISGIVINGS IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY WHERE USHER, KONAN BEDIE, DIAWARA 
AND SAWADOGO WERE WIDELY KNOWN AND RESPECTED. REPLACEMENTS 
FOR USHER AND SAWADOGO ARE BY NO MEANS INEXPERIENCED, AND 
KNONE, WHO BECOMS A KEY FIGURE, HAS SHON HIMSELF INTELLIGENT 
AND ENERGETIC. CHANGES WILLCERTAINLY BE POPULAR DOMESTI- 
CALLY AND WILL DEMONSTRATE BOTH AT HOME AND ABROAD THAT 
HOUPHOUET REMAINS VERY MUCH IN CHARGE. THE LATTER POINT 
WILL TO SOME EXTENT RELIEVE FOREIGN ESPF.CIAI ,I .Y FRENCH 
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ANXIETIES, ALTHOUGH IT IS INTERESTING THAT WHEN AMBASSADOR 
SAW FRENCH AMBASSADOR RAPHAEL-LEGUES SHORTLY AFTER CHANGES 
WERE ANNOUNCED,RAPHAEL-LEGUES EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT 
THE DEPARTURE F KONAN BEDIE, DIAWARA AND SAWADOGO. "THEY 
WORKED FIFTEEN HOURS A DAY AND ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MUCH 
OF THE PROGRESS MADE IN THE IVORY COAST IN THE LAST TEN 
YEARS," HE SAID. "WE WILL HAVE TO SEE WHETHER OTHERS 
CAN DO AS WELL." IT IS A QUESTION THAT WILL TAKE TIME 
TO ANSWER AND WHICH, IN THE END, MAY BE ANSWERED 
DIFFERENTLY BY HOUPHOUET AND THE FRENCH. STEARNS 
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